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the somerset countY regionAl center

The Somerset County Regional Center provides a mechanism for a unique level of cooperation between government and business to foster 

an environment of smart planning and cooperative growth utilizing resources unavailable elsewhere.
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The New Jersey State Development and Redevelopment Plan

defines a Regional Center “as the focal point for the economic,

social and cultural activities of a region with a compact, mixed-

use core and neighborhoods offering a wide variety of housing

types.” The Somerset County Regional Center, including the

Raritan and Somerville Boroughs and a portion of Bridgewater

Township, features the required  mix of residential, commercial,

and office uses at an intensity that make expansion of public

transportation options feasible; enjoy a core of commercial 

activity bounded by open space; serve as an employment 

center of regional significance supported by institutional, civic,

recreational and other public uses; have available a variety of

goods and services that serve a regional market and large

scale retail, sports, and entertainment facilities, along with

specialized or niche retail; attract large-scale corporate offices

and industrial parks; and have mid-size educational facilities

and cultural facilities.

The Regional Center initiative began early in 1996 when an 

informal partnership among officials from the three communities,

the Somerset Alliance for the Future, the Somerset County

Chamber of Commerce (the latter two combining to become

the Somerset County Business Partnership), and Somerset

County government crafted an application to the New Jersey

State Planning Commission to establish New Jersey’s first

inter-municipal Regional Center.

In May of 1996, the State Planning Commission approved

the application and designated the communities as the first

multi-jurisdictional center in the state. The approval defined a

14.2 square mile district to serve as the focal point for enhanced

planning and expedited public approvals to benefit a population

of approximately 25,000 residents and 40,000 workers.

As a condition of designation, the State Planning Commission 

required the formation of an organization to ensure the successful

implementation of the goals and objectives. The Regional Center

Partnership of Somerset County was created in 1998 to provide

the coordinated planning framework that is needed to achieve

the goal of improving the identity and functionality of the 

Regional Center, the quality of life for residents, and creating a

favorable environment for business.

Since its inception, the Regional Center Partnership has provided

leadership, technical support, and assistance to the county and three

municipalities to shape planning policies that ensure that the 

Somerset County Regional Center continues to be the premier

location in Somerset County to live, work, and recreate. 

The following pages offer a review of the recent activities of the

Regional Center Partnership and the three communities that 

supported the mission of the Regional Center designation during

2012. It was a successful year, building on a history of progress

and anticipating increased success in the years to come.
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somerset countY regionAl center PArtnershiP

reAches PlAn endorsement milestone

The Somerset County Regional Center Partnership attained a major milestone in 2012, taking a major step in

the State Plan Endorsement process. The years-long effort will ultimately reestablish the Somerset County

Regional Center for ten years as a state-recognized regional center in a priority position to access state resources,

incentives, and strategic economic investment.

In early June, the Regional Center Partnership received confirmation from the New Jersey Department of

State, Office of Planning Advocacy that the State Planning Commission has approved the Memorandum of

Understanding (MOU) between the State Planning Commission and the Regional Center Partnership. The

MOU grants a two-year interim period to accomplish certain tasks laid out in an Action Plan. Upon completion of

the Action Plan items, the Somerset County Regional Center will be reestablished for an additional ten years.

“This represents a major milestone in the 20-year history of the Regional Center,” commented Chair Rose

Evans. “It allows us another two years to continue those projects that are ongoing and establishes new goals

that will serve the businesses and residents of our three communities.”

Plan Endorsement is a voluntary review process that ensures the coordination of state, county, and municipal

planning efforts in achieving the goals and policies of the State Planning Act. Through Plan Endorsement, all

levels of the three municipal governments develop coordinated capital investment and planning implementation

mechanisms that are consistent with the State Plan and with each other. With approval from the State, the

Regional Center is now in a better position to receive financial and technical incentives to assist in making

the vision for the three communities and the Regional Center a reality.

“The Plan Endorsement process has been a herculean effort on the part of the Planning Boards and municipal

governments of Bridgewater, Raritan, and Somerville and everyone should be complimented,” continued Evans. 

The Regional Center Partnership meets on the third Wednesday of January, March, May, July, September,

and November (date may change due to holiday) at 5:00 P.M. in the Engineering Conference Room, 2nd

Floor, Somerset County Administration Building, 20 Grove Street, Somersville, New Jersey.



Throughout 2012, the Raritan Borough Economic Development Committee (EDC), in conjunction

with the Rutgers E.J. Bloustein Schools of Planning and Public Policy, and the Sustainable Raritan

River Collaborative produced the environmental documentary film, “Re-Imagining Our Watershed:

Renaissance on the Raritan.” Premiered on the Rutgers University campus late in 2012, the 

Somerset County premier took place on Thursday, January 10, 2013 at the Janssen Pharmaceutical

Atrium, 1000 Route 202, Raritan, New Jersey.

The Raritan Basin is the largest river basin located entirely within the State of New Jersey, covering

approximately 1,100 square miles and including parts of seven counties (Hunterdon, Mercer, 

Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris, Somerset and Union) and all or part of 100 municipalities. The Basin

provides drinking water, irrigation water for farms, nurseries and golf courses, and processing water

for industries to approximately 1.2 million people in central New Jersey. 

The film celebrates the numerous environmental achievements that have been accomplished in the

Raritan Watershed, detailing projects and organizations from throughout the Basin including the

South Branch, the Upper Raritan, the Lower Raritan, and the numerous tributaries. With Raritan

Borough featured as a typical riverfront community, the film captures the enthusiasm that drives the

quality of life in the borough as planning has increasingly focused on the river.

According to Don Christensen, chair of the Raritan EDC, “Upon seeing Dr. Shaw's film this past fall

in New Brunswick, we immediately realized its potential to stimulate a wave of positive attention for

the river among all the communities it runs through. In Raritan Borough, we jumped at the chance

to be a part of this movement, since the river is one of our Borough's greatest assets, and a key

component of Raritan’s future. Further, we feel that a clean and vibrant Raritan River is central to the economic vitality of Somerset County and the entire

State of New Jersey.”

re-imAging our WAtershed: A renAissAnce on the rAritAn

regionAl center rAin bArrel rebAtes continued into 2012

For the second consecutive season,the Somerset County Regional Center

Partnership, utilizing a grant from the New Jersey Water Supply Authority,

offered rebates up to $200 to residents in the Peters Brook Watershed

region for the purchase and installation of residential rain barrels. 

Effective use of rain barrels conserves water for

household use, eases stream erosion by reducing

the volume of runoff during storms, and reduces

pollutants accumulated from impervious surfaces. 

Rain barrels that are eligible for rebates must

have a capacity of at least 40 gallons; have a

closed design or screen top; have a system to 

direct excess water away from the home’s 

foundation; have a spigot not higher than 3” from

the bottom of the barrel; and must be made of a

sturdy material and installed on a solid level base.

To qualify for the rebate, homeowners must

pledge to maintain the rain barrel for at least two

years to be eligible for the rebate.

The Peters Brook Watershed encompasses parts

of the Regional Center communities of Bridgewater Township,

Somerville and Raritan Boroughs. The watershed region is a highly 

urbanized and integral natural resource in the Regional Center with 

approximately 6,000 homes and several major highways resulting in 

approximately 30% of the land being covered by pavement, rooftops,

and other impervious surfaces. 

The Peters Brook begins in Bridgewater Township

and enters the Raritan River about 500 yards

downstream from the Route 206 bridge and about

3 miles upstream from the water intake for New 

Jersey American Water Company near the 

confluence of the Raritan and Millstone rivers. 

The rebate program will continue in 2013. To

apply for a rebate, residents should confirm that

their residence is located within the Peters Brook 

watershed boundary by calling 908-685-0315

x234, or by sending an email to rainbarrel@raritan-

basin.org. 

Rebates will be awarded on a first come, first

served basis, and funding is limited. Detailed 

information can be found on the Regional Center

Partnership’s website at www.regionalcenterpartnership.org, by calling

908-685-0315 x234 or sending an email to rainbarrel@raritanbasin.org. 
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The Regional Center Partnership celebrated two decades of success at the 2012 Summit held in October at the Bridgewater

Marriott. Opening the session, Freeholder Patrick Scaglione, liaison to the Regional Center, praised the Partnership for its 

commitment to long term economic development planning, citing the Center’s participation

in the process to complete the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS)

that is focused on job creation, economic investment, and developing an inventory of

projects of regional significance.

Rose Evans, Chair of the Regional Center Partnership, outlined the numerous 

accomplishments of the Center in recent years including preparation of visioning and

strategic planning initiatives; the development of the Frank Torpey Athletic Complex; 

the Route 22/Chimney Rock Road Interchange; bus stop shelter installation; two 

pedestrian overpass projects; Raritan River Greenway initiatives including the Clarks

Woods Pedestrian/bicycling Bridge; the Raritan River Sustainability initiative; and 

numerous projects in the three communities funded by annual Regional Center 

Challenge Grants.

Bridgewater Mayor Dan Hayes highlighted the demographic attributes of the Township,

focusing on the well-educated workforce with 54% of the adult population having earned

a 4-year college degree; geography that features access to the interstate and state highway system; a median income of

$108,600; and an $8.5 billion ratable base making Bridgewater the 9th largest in the state. Discussing challenges facing the

Township, he highlighted the reduction of high-income knowledge based jobs including the relocation of Sanofi Research and

Development, stressing the need  to remain attractive to a highly educated workforce while adequately planning for future hous-

ing, retail, transportation, recreation, and employment trends.

Mayor Jo-ann Liptak of Raritan focused on the ongoing effort to revitalize the waterfront area along Orlando Drive. The Borough

is preparing a regenerative urban design plan that extends from the current location of the Basilone Statue on the west to Route

206 on the east. Key components of the plan are existing structures including the Duke Farm Filter House and the Nevius Street

Bridge. Preliminary plans include a boathouse, Veterans Memorial Park, a boutique hotel and tavern, a boathouse and boat

launch, a mobile market, and entertainment center.

Somerville’s Economic Development Director, Colin Driver, detailed Somerville’s four current redevelopment areas including the

landfill site, Kirby Avenue, West Main Street, and the east central commercial district. Driver announced that New Jersey Transit

will soon announce a developer for 34 acres of the property in proximity to the train station and that negotiations are continuing

to obtain funding for an access tunnel under the rail tracks to connect Orlando Drive in

Raritan to Veterans Memorial Drive in Somerville.

Mike Van Wagner, Executive Director of the New Jersey Business Action Center, 

provided the keynote address, stressing that New Jersey is committed to creating a 

climate where business is welcome. He noted that the perception of New Jersey as a

positive place to do business is improving as regulatory and business tax issues are

being addressed on the state level and the knowledge is spreading that New Jersey 

has the educated workforce, location, and infrastructure to support business.

He further explained that cooperative initiatives of the Business Action Center, Choose

NJ, and the Economic Development Authority are resulting in steady job growth across

the state. He concluded by explaining that the State Strategic Plan is focused on 

enhancing local control of development where it best fits, noting that Somerset County

is already a model for this approach to development.

Bob Bzik, Director of Planning for the Somerset County Planning Board cited the numerous advantages of the Regional Center,

most importantly the increased awareness of the benefits of municipal cooperation. He further explained that due to the inter-

municipal cooperation, Somerville has been designated a Transit Village and has been viewed as a model in the State Strategic

Plan. Noting that the Regional Center is the core area of the county investment framework, the Regional 

Center communities are well positioned to succeed.

2012 regionAl center summit celebrAtes 2 decAdes of success
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rAritAn honored for initiAtive Protecting the rAritAn river

The Borough of Raritan was the recipient of the 2012 Blue Raritan River award from the Sustainable

Raritan River Collaborative for work in support of planning initiatives and projects that benefit the

Raritan River. The nomination, made by the Somerset County Regional Center Partnership, was in

the category of “Government Innovation” for the Waterfront Revitalization Plan. 

The intent of the Raritan River Collaborative is to achieve the highest quality for the waters and 

riparian areas of the Raritan River basin while contributing to the overall restoration and preservation of

the River. The efforts of the Collaborative focus on improved water quality; habitat restoration;

public access; site remediation and pollution prevention; and balanced redevelopment.

With funding provided by a Regional Center Partnership Challenge Grant, the Borough partnered

with Rutgers University’s Bloustein School of Planning & Public Policy to host a “Raritan River

Brownfield Studio” of graduate students who developed a regenerative urban design plan for a

portion of the Borough’s waterfront.

Specific planning initiatives and projects for the waterfront area that directly impact the Raritan

River include:  

• Adaptive reuse of the historic castle-like Duke Farms Foundation buildings

• Creating a plaza-like area centered around the historic Duke buildings

• Developing an area for a riverfront boutique hotel

• Extending the Raritan River Greenway and providing active and passive recreation 

opportunities along the river including boat launches

• Retrofitting a detention basin located between Orlando Drive and the high-rise luxury River 

Walk apartment complex into constructed storm water wetlands

• Creating opportunities for open air markets and vendors

The Bloustein School study results are available at http://raritanwaterfront.com/
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regionAl center AdvocAtes for enhAnced trAffic cAlming

A meeting of the Regional Center mayors and Somerset County Planning staff identified the 

installation of solar-powered Driver Feedback Signage as the next project to implement as part of

the Regional Center Strategic Master Plan goal for encouraging pedestrian and bicycle transportation. 

Addressing a quality of life issue that was common to the three communities, the Regional Center

Partnership approved $66,211 as seed money for potential matching funding from other grant

sources for the purchase and installation of solar-powered Driver Feedback Signs (DFS). Included

on the DFS signpost will be a visual representation of the  Regional Center logo.  

The funds will be made available in equal amounts to Bridgewater, Raritan and Somerville upon final

agreement and execution of an inter-local agreement. Further meetings will determine precise 

locations for the traffic calming signage. 

Freeholders Pat Walsh, Peter Palmer & Pat Scaglione (front row) cut the ribbon to open the 
pedestrian overpass above Route 202/206 while (l to r) Assemblywoman Donna Simon, 
Freeholder Bob Zaborowski, Somerville Councilman Tom Mitchell, Bridgewater 
Councilwoman Christine Henderson-Rose, and Matthew Holt, NJTPA look on.

Amenities brochure 4th in A series of regionAl center overvieW documents

The Somerset County Regional Center - Providing Unique Opportunities

for Business & Residents is the fourth in a series of brochures 

detailing the advantages offered by the Regional Center designation.

The brochure summarizes the elements of the previous Business &

Employment, Shopping, and Recreation Opportunities brochures 

produced by the Partnership.

Included is information on shopping, service and retail opportunities;

transportation; arts, culture, and entertainment; Somerset County 

government; medical and legal services; recreation; and education.

The brochure is available in the Planning Division office in the County 

Adminstration Building  and at the Regional Center website, 

www.regionalcenterpartnership.org.



8

summit celebrAtes success (cont.)

The Regional Center Challenge Grant Program assists the municipal governments in their efforts to achieve the broadly accepted

Regional Center Partnership Vision that includes downtown redevelopment, neighborhood revitalization, connecting the three sub-centers,

and using natural resources to shape development consistent with community planning initiatives. This program annually provides

matching grants of up to $20,000 per project for each municipality.

“The Challenge Grants allow the municipalities the opportunity to pursue programs that enhance livability within the community,”

stated Regional Center Chair Rose Evans. “The projects serve the public good, do not negatively impact the municipal tax bill, and 

enhance the quality of life in municipalities and the Regional Center.”

The 2012 Challenge Grants include:

Bridgewater Township – Woodlawn Avenue Sidewalk 

Funds will be used to construct a sidewalk along Woodlawn Avenue (off North Bridge Street) from Rambler Drive to the 

NJDOT bridge over I-287. Once the entire length of the sidewalk is completed it will serve high school students living in the 

Woodlawn Avenue neighborhood and eliminate the need for Bridgewater to provide hazardous busing for the students that 

live in the area. 

Raritan Borough – Improvements to the Sgt. John Basilone Memorial Park 

Funds will be used to prepare design documents for the construction of the Sgt. John Basilone Memorial Park east of the 

current location of the Basilone Statue at the intersection of Old York Road and Canal Street. The project is a component of

the Orlando Drive visioning and will establish an anchor and gateway to the Orlando Drive corridor.

Somerville Borough – Gaston Avenue (Route 28) Study

Funds will be used to conduct a full scale review of commercial and housing conditions and permitted uses on North 

Gaston Avenue between Route 22 and East Main Street in Somerville, with concentration on the area from Union Avenue 

to East Main Street. The Borough will examine current zoning and identify amendments that may be warranted to address 

current needs and economic changes. The goal is to identify desired businesses to be located on North Gaston Avenue 

and make changes to the ordinances to ensure desired building uses are included in the permitted use schedules.

2011 Somerville Challenge Grant Reprogrammed

In 2012, the Regional Center Partnership approved a request from Somerville Borough to reprogram their 2011 Challenge 

Grant. Rather than installing new par fitness equipment in the Clarks Woods section of the Peters Brook Greenway, the 

Borough will utilize the reprogrammed grant funding to install instructional signage at each of the existing par course fitness 

stations along the Peters Brook Greenway between Mountain Avenue and Southside Park. The Borough will also install a 

children’s fitness equipment cluster where the greenway connects with Carol Pager Park.

2012 municiPAl chAllenge grAnts
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Dan Loughlin, Managing Director of Jones Lang LaSalle, explained that the excess capacity in office space in Somerset County

and the state is in part due to the changing nature of the pharmaceutical industry. He noted that there is currently an average

25.6% vacancy rate in north/central New Jersey and a 28% vacancy rate along the I-78 corridor with urban transit hubs experiencing a

20% commercial vacancy rate. He stressed that the departure of Sanofi from Somerset County and Merck from Hunterdon

County will have a significant impact on the area and that attention must be given to the emerging bioscience industry to attract

operations to the abandoned space.

Wayne Kasbar, Vice President Brokerage for Silbert Realty and Management Company explained that there is a 20% retail vacancy

rate statewide, noting that Somerville’s linear central business district lacks connectivity and large available space for major retailers.

The mid-density housing currently under construction, and proposed for the NJ Transit site are big advantages for Somerville, as is

the centralized management provided by the Downtown Somerville Alliance.

Tim Taylor, Executive Director of Duke Farms concluded the session explaining that the size of Duke Farms would make it the

9th largest municipality in the county. Duke Farms has become a model of environmental stewardship as it inspires visitors to become

informed stewards of the land. The recent $50 million investment has resulted in a diverse eco-system with representative wildlife,

adaptive re-use of buildings, regeneration of the landscape, and energy efficient utilities. In the 5 months that Duke Farms has

been open to the public it has attracted 200,000 visitors, developed 400 community garden plots, presented 100 programs for

the public, 6 school programs for 12 schools, and has become a business incubator of organic farming. Taylor concluded

the session by listing the economic development advantages of Duke Farms including applied research, education, demonstrations,

recreation, and commercial development.
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regionAl center stAkeholders influence countY economic AgendA

The Somerset County Regional Center Partnership convened a public workshop titled “Investment Somerset – A Business Driven 

Economic Agenda,” in cooperation with the Somerset County Freeholders and the Somerset County Business Partnership. The purpose

of the session was to help define the county’s Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) that will guide job creation and

private sector economic investment priorities in the future. The Regional Center’s contribution to the effort helped to align local business

priorities with regional, state, and federal economic development efforts.

Centered on the Regional Center communities of Bridgewater, Raritan, and Somerville, the session focused on the needs of the small

business and retail communities, discussing the economic strengths and weaknesses in the  Center, the internal and external influences

on the economic situation, and establishing a list of priorities for the future.

The workshop participants isolated projects of regional significance in the Center that will form the basis for priority actions having the

highest likelihood of creating jobs, expanding the tax base, and creating efficiencies that will lead to economic investment. The session

allowed the small business and retail sectors to discuss needed efficiencies in the delivery of services and resources in Somerset

County. The advice, guidance, and suggestions contributed to defining and prioritizing actions that led to the completed CEDS and 

implementation of a business-driven agenda for Somerset County.

Following is a summary of key recommendations:

• Attract emerging health sciences industries

• Expand technical schooling for advanced training

• Attract more anchor stores

• Enhance tourism  in partnership with Park Commission,

Duke Farms, Marriott, and entertainment venus.

• Establish programs to retrain displaced workers.

• Revisit zoning in specific areas - plan for change. 

• Create zoning to allow migration away from corporate 

campuses.

• Develop new attractions for visitors.

• Public sector (county) bid process should give priority to 

in-county businesses.

• Establish Raritan Valley Community College classes in 

central business district locations.

• Improve public transportation to include central business 

districts, hotels, Bridgewater Commons, and Somerset 

Medical Center.

• Establish pharmaceutical incubators.

• Enhance business incentives and capital availability.

• Invest in infrastructure improvements utilizing alternative funding. 

• Improve commuter transportation from rail station to workplace.

• Improve regulatory predictability.

• Convert vacant office space to productive uses - 

manufacturing & incubator.

• Examine new role for the County Improvement Authority.

• Expansion of transportation options.

• Provide reliable energy in preparation for future growth.

• Minimize the impact of flooding.

• Address traffic congestion issues.

• Prepare for a long-term ‘no-growth’ scenario.

• Create a high-tech research facility.

• Pursue new pharmaceutical industries - nanotech, med-tech.

• Establish zoning flexibility to create hubs around corporate 

structures.

• Create energy incentives to occupy vacant buildings & 

implement energy efficient measures.

• Provide convenience to the consumer.

imPortAnt issues WorthY of Pursuit:

issues & oPPortunities to strengthen

PrivAte sector investment & Job groWth

• Partner with private sector to provide access to new capital.

• Leverage county, state, and federal funds.

• Develop a local focus on self-sufficiency in all economic 

activities.

• Job training for both K-12 and higher education to provide 

‘workforce-ready’ candidates.

• Enhance quality of life through education and recreation.

• Address regulations that will enhance mixed use and 

downtown walkable communities.

• Train and retrain the workforce for the right mix of targeted 

business.

• Improve energy efficiency of existing building stock.

• Investigate how to assist ‘niche’ manufacturers.



regionAl center Audit rePort for 2012
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long AWAited chimneY rock interchAnge under construction

April 2, 2012 saw the official groundbreaking ceremony for the Route 22/ Chimney Rock Road grade separation interchange 

project. The section of highway has a crash rate of nearly seven times greater than the statewide average for similar roadways

and carries more than 70,000 vehicles a day. 

The reconstruction will depress a section of Route 22  and bring Chimney Rock Road over the highway, eliminating  stop signs

and facilitating a continuous flow of traffic from Route 28 in proximity to Interstate 287 to Martinsville.

The interchange was first proposed in a traffic study conducted by the Regional Center Partnership in the late 1990s. The design 

includes the construction of a full-service interchange at U.S. Route 22 and Chimney Rock Road that will satisfy current and future

traffic demands and meet the mobility goals for the area.

The $56.7-million project is funded primarily by the federal government.

Following the required public bidding process for a government agency, the Regional

Center Partnership retained the auditing firm of Suplee, Clooney & Company to prepare

the annual audit report for the year ending December 31, 2012.

After a detailed audit of the Partnership expense records and financial documentation for

2012, Suplee, Clooney & Company reported that they found the organization’s financial

records and changes in net assets and cash flows for 2012 to be in conformity with 

generally accepted accounting principles.

Regional Center financial information is available for review online at www.regional-

centerpartnership.org under “Minutes.”



Pfizer Presents cleAn-uP & 

develoPment PlAn for cYAnAmid site

Representatives from Pfizer presented a video to the Regional Center

Partnership documenting the history of the American Cyanamid site, how

it became a Superfund site, and the nature of the pollutants identified 

in impacted soils and on-site lagoons. They also detailed the level of

clean up that has been completed and how Pfizer Corporation has been

working with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), NJ

Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) and local communities

to select the most acceptable and feasible methods for site remediation

and long-term monitoring. 

Plans for the use of the property following the completion of remediation

include approximately 30 acres located near the Bridgewater train station

to potentially be made available for commercial or light industrial use.

Another 30 acres along Polhemus Lane may be transformed into an 

alternative energy generation site.

Over 190 acres within the floodplain are planned to be set aside as a

stormwater management area to help reduce flow into the Raritan River

during flooding events. This will include inland wetlands and upland

meadows that will allow for integrated passive and active recreation.

The remainder of the site would be preserved and enhanced as an ecological

preserve including open water, inland wetlands, and flood plain forest.

ProJects & events of note in regionAl center communities

Somerville developer JSM has begun construction on the first of the two-

phase Somerville Town Center 

residential component of the West

Main Street redevelopment project next

to the new Shop-Rite. Somerville

Town Center will be an upscale,

"Transit Village" adjacent to the NJ

Transit rail line.The completed project

will include 275 luxury residential

units, 70,000 square feet of Class "A"

office space, and 150,000 square feet of shopping, dining, fitness and

entertainment.

In addition, the renovation of Division Street was completed and opened

to pedestrian traffic only. The re-

designed block lies between South

and West Main streets in the central

business district. 

The redesign is intended to create an

arts and cultural center for the 

community with plans for exhibits 

and live entertainment throughout 

the year. The borough is expected to enact zoning changes to encourage

artist studios and apartments and allow for spontaneous live entertainment.

doWntoWn somerville ProJects

11



the regionAl center

bridgeWAter, rAritAn, somerville • somerset countY, neW JerseY

Contact: Somerset County Planning Board • Post Office Box 3000, Somerville, New Jersey 08876 
Phone 908-231-7021 • www.regionalcenterpartnership.org

the 2012 somerset countY

regionAl center

The Board of Trustees includes 12 municipal representatives (3 

appointed and 1 local private/institutional sector representative

from each municipality), 3 County representatives, 1 each from the

Somerset County Business Partnership and the Somerset County

Park Commission, and 4 at-large private/institutional sector 

representatives.

Chair: Rose Evans
Vice-Chair: Troy Fischer
Treasurer: Freeholder Peter Palmer
Secretary: James Ruggieri (non-voting position)

At-large Private/Institutional Sector Representatives
Rose Evans, Chair, CPM, Vice-President,

Levin Management Corp.*
Troy Fischer, Vice-Chair, Senior General Manager,   

Bridgewater Commons*
Glenn McCreesh, Vice-President of Operations,

Somerset Medical Center*
James Driscoll, Site Manager, Workplace Solutions, 

Johnson & Johnson Company 
Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders

Patrick Scaglione, Freeholder* 
(Freeholder Peter Palmer, Alternate*)

Somerset County Planning Board
Robert Bzik, Director of Planning, Somerset County
Bernie Navatto, Chair, Somerset County Planning Board

Bridgewater Township
Mayor Daniel J. Hayes, Jr.*
Councilman Matthew Moench
Planner Scarlett Doyle
Henry E. Reynolds, Jr., local private sector representative

Raritan Borough
Mayor Jo-Ann Liptak*
Councilman Anthony Soriano
Planner David Maski
Don Christensen, local private sector representative

Somerville Borough
Mayor Brian Gallagher*
Councilman Nick Stires
Planning Board Vice-Chair Phil Decker
Rick St. Pierre, local private sector representative

Somerset County Business Partnership
Michael Kerwin, President/CEO
(John Maddocks, Alternate)

Somerset County Park Commission
Ray Brown, Secretary/Exec. Director
(Cynthia Sullivan, Alternate)

*RCP Executive Committee member
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