Regional Center
Partnership
of
Somerset County, NJ
January 2022

Regional Center Honors
Former Members
The Regional Center Partnership paid
tribute to five former Board members
at a recent ceremony. Partnership Chair
Troy Fischer presented certificates of
recognition for their contributions to
the Regional Center. Recipients were:
Brian Gallagher, former Freeholder;
Mike Kerwin, former President/CEO of
the Business Partnership; John
Maddocks, former VicePresident,
Economic Development for the
Business Partnership; Chuck McMullin,
former Mayor of Raritan; and Cindie
Sullivan, former Deputy Director at the
Park Commission.

Vaccine Megasite Coming to
Commons Mall
With the recent increase in COVID19
cases throughout the state, the State of
New Jersey has opened a vaccination
megasite in the vacant Lord & Taylor
store at the Bridgewater Commons. The
facility will be open on Wednesdays
from 2:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. and
Saturdays from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
for both walkins and appointments
which may be made online at
www.rwjbh.org/bridgewater
The site opened on Wednesday,
December 15 as hospitals around the
state reported an increase of 81% in
COVID hospitalizations. With vaccine
immunity waning over time, the De
partment of Health asks all residents to
be vaccinated and receive a booster.
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Raritan leadership is addressing
numerous redevelopment issues in the
Borough:
• Two parcels on LaGrange Street
have been designated as areas in
need of redevelopment with a plan
for townhouses being drafted;
• Orlando Heights (former Zeus site)
proposal is focused on apartments;
• Raritan Crossing at Route 206 and
Somerset Street (five parcels) will be
deemed an area in need of
redevelopment;
• A bike path is proposed for Johnson
Drive;
• The trail at Basilone Park will be
upgraded.

County Commissioners
Introduce Climate Change
Strategies
The Somerset County Board of
Commissioners has outlined four
strategies to support climate change:
• Achieve established netzero
emission targets
• Remove carbon dioxide from air and
water
• Address job losses caused by
decarbonization
• End climate eﬀects that impact lower
income communities
The County has already taken certain
measures including energy eﬃciency
at county buildings; updating the
county master plan; support creation
of green jobs; agriculture and forest
restoration projects; and open space
acquisitions.

Bridgewater Mental Health
Policing Program an Early
Success
Bridgewater’s Community Police
Alliance, a threemonth old policing
support system, is showing signs of
great success. The intent of the
program is to improve relations with
the community, by assisting oﬃcers
with family issues, mental health
crises, and substance abuse
problems.
The program provides social workers
who assist police with problems that
are beyond the scope of the law. The
Alliance Coordinator follows up on re
ferrals from the police.

St. Patrick’s Parade Grand
Marshall Announced
The Somerville St. Patrick’s Parade
Committee has announced that the
Grand Marshal for the 2022 parade
will be NJ State Police Supt. Patrick J.
Callahan. The Parade, from East Main
Street to West Main Street in
Somerville is scheduled for Sunday,
March 13, 2022 beginning at 1:30 P.M.
The selection of Callahan represents
gratitude to all first responders and
medical professionals who served
during the pandemic and Tropical
Storm Ida.

Cultural & Heritage
Commission to Support
Local Arts Organizations

The Somerset County Cultural &
Heritage Commission has received an
American Rescue Plan grant for
$150,000 from the National
Endowment for the Arts. The funds
will be used for subgrants to local
organizations to save jobs, fund
operations and facilities, and support
marketing eﬀorts. Guidelines and
applications for grants will be available
later this year.

Bridgewater to Establish
“Heroes Corner”
The Bridgewater Township Council has
approved a fund raising initiative to
support the construction of a memorial
at the Municipal Complex to honor
Bridgewater police oﬃcers, volunteer
firefighters, and rescue squad
members. The cost of the memorial is
expected to be between $25,000 and
$30,000.

Somerville Appoints OEM
Coordinator
Jason Kraska, a community activist
who, as a volunteer, has led numerous
clean up programs throughout the
community, has been named
Coordinator of Emergency
Management.

State Planning Upgrades to
Route 28 & Chimney Rock
Road
The NJ Department of Transportation
is designing an upgrade to the
intersection of Union Avenue (Route 28)
and Chimney Rock Road. To improve
traﬃc flow and safety, the DOT
upgrades will include dedicated left
turns from Chimney Rock onto Union
Avenue. Work is expected to begin in
the summer of 2022.

Somerville to Address
Residential Redevelopment
in 2022
Somerville Borough Council has tabled
a series of ordinances that would
potentially rezone the Brookside
Apartments on Orchard and East Cliﬀ
Streets that were severely damaging in
the flooding from Tropical Storm Ida.
The ordinances will permit
development of fivestory townhouses
and apartments.
Tabling to 2022 will allow Borough
leadership to gain necessary input from
the Planning Board, NJDEP, local
committees and citizen groups. No
dates for the meetings have been set.

Somerville Students Collect
Books for Refugees
Somerville High School students have
collected more than 2,000 books that
have been shipped to the nearly
10,000 Afghan refugees at Joint Base
McGuire/Dix/Lakehurst. It had been
noted that though being treated well,
there was a lack of reading materials
for the refugees, many of whom
attended Englishspeaking schools in
Afghanistan.

Somerville Emergency
Services Complex One Step
Closer
Somerville has released the artist’s
rendering of the new emergency
services complex the will house

Borough Police, Fire and Emergency
Management. The facility will be
located at North Gaston Avenue and
East Cliﬀ Street and will be equipped
with the most current safety
technologies. The developer expects to
break ground in the second half of
2022.

Community Calendar
LINKS TO REGIONAL CENTER
REGIONAL CENTER MEETING DATES
COMMUNITY EVENTS & PROGRAMS
The Regional Center Partnership meetings
are held virtually utilizing the Zoom
application. To participate in the meetings
beginning at 5:00 P.M.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/96752382431?pwd=TTJO
anp2U0IyaTFON2cvWFRrOHFmZz09
Meeting ID: 967 5238 2431
Passcode: 825121
Wednesday, January 19, 2022 @ 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday, March 16, 2022 @ 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday, May 18, 2022 @ 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday, July 20 at 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday, September 21 at 5:00 P.M.
Thursday, November 10 at 5:00 P.M.

Bridgewater:
https://www.bridgewaternj.gov
Raritan:
https://www.raritanboro.org
Somerville:
http://www.somervillenj.org
http://www.downtownsomerville.com/
Somerset County
https://www.co.somerset.nj.us/about/
calendar
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