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Message from the Chair - Troy Fischer 
 
This past year was another that tested the fortitude of not only the members of the Regional Center 
Partnership (RCP) board but also the governing bodies, staff, and citizens of our member  
municipalities of Bridgewater, Raritan, and Somerville. 
 
The continuing COVID-19 pandemic continued to define how organizations 
like ours operated. With our staff support from the Somerset County Planning  
Division working remotely from home for a great portion of the year and the  
Partnership Board meeting virtually, moving forward on important issues was  
difficult. Despite the challenges, the Regional Center Partnership, working with 
the Somerset County Business Partnership (SCBP), accomplished what will 
be looked upon as our greatest achievement, one that not only benefitted the  
Regional Center member municipalities but the majority of the over 500 other 
towns in the great state of New Jersey. 
 
Our effort over the past two years to create an equal playing field that had been divided by the NJ 
Grow program and defined in the “Suburban Disadvantage” report was finally resolved. Our work to 
equalize the awarding of incentives for business attraction and retention funding among all  
municipalities was finally included in the revised legislation. 
 
A legislative inadequacy discovered by the RCP and SCBP was fixed  due to the diligence of our  
organization and our partners. Details of the effort will be found later in this report. 

Planning for the future of Bridgewater, Raritan, & Somerville for over 25 years.
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Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all meetings of the  
Regional Center Partnership in 2021 were held virtually. 

Somerset County Historic Courthouse in the heart of the Regional Center



Gratitude & Welcome
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Thank You to Outgoing Mayors 
The Regional Center Partnership acknowledged the contributions of outgoing 
members, Commissioner Brian Gallagher, who also served on the Board in his 
capacity as Mayor of Somerville, Commissioner Brian Levine, and Somerset 
County Park Commission Deputy Director Cindie Sullivan. 
 
Welcome to our new members for 2021, 
Commissioner Paul Drake 
Commissioner Alternate Sara Sooy 
Somerset County Park Commission Deputy Director Pierce Frauenheim 
   
At-Large Private/Institutional Sector Representatives 
Vicky Allen of RWJ Barnabas Health, 
Jason Dameo of Dameo Trucking, Inc., 
Troy Fischer of Bridgewater Commons, 
Anthony Tufaro of Ethicon Somerville. 
 
RCP Officers/Executive Committee Members 
Troy Fischer - Chair,  
Jason Dameo - Vice-Chair,  
Vicky Allen - Treasurer,  
James Ruggieri -  Secretary.  
 
A complete list of Regional Center Partnership members is found on page XX. 

BUSINESS OPENINGS & NEW RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS 
IN THE REGIONAL CENTER 
 
Bridgewater Footcare, podiatrist practice - Raritan 
Foley Prep, academic tutoring - Raritan  
The Bradford at the AC Marriott - Bridgewater 
Norman’s Hallmark - Bridgewater 
Mo Grill & Sweets - Somerville 
Tango, Spanish Cuisine - Somerville 
JAG-ONE Physical Therapy -  Bridgewater 
Ryujin, The Art of Modern Sushi - Bridgewater 
Epic Cookies - Somerville 
Basilico, Italian Cuisine - Raritan 
Soul Trip - Somerville 
Third Child Wellness Boutique - Somerville 
Michael’s Inn - Raritan 
Riverwalk Physical Therapy - Raritan 
Spotted Leaf Plant Company - Somerville 
Papa John’s Pizza, Raritan 
Crossings at Raritan Station - Raritan 
Station House Apartments - Somerville 
Mystic Lobster Roll Company - Bridgewater 
Boma 520 Subs & Sandwiches- Somerville 

List may be incomplete



Regional Center Strategic Plan 

THE FOUR MAJOR THEMES 
There are four interrelated and complementary themes guiding the Regional Center Strategic Plan: . 
 
Embracing the Raritan River  
A keystone and gem of the Regional Center is the Raritan River.The strategic initiative includes increasing access 
to the Raritan River Greenway to expand opportunities for physical mobility and recreation by making connections 
between the River and the nearby downtowns and marketing the Raritan River as a tourism amenity.  
 
Health and Wellness 
Research indicates that Americans suffer from obesity, asthma, diabetes, heart disease, and other conditions that 
can be influenced by the way we live. These trends are compelling planners to increasingly focus on the  
relationship between public health and urban planning. The Regional Center promotes healthier lifestyles through 
low-cost strategies that are relatively easy to implement and that help capitalize on existing health and wellness-
related assets and resources.  
 
Resiliency  
The Resiliency initiative is designed to enhance municipal and county coordination in pre-disaster preparedness 
and post-disaster response while encouraging business continuity planning.  Key recommendations include  
encouraging multi-jurisdictional coordination efforts to prepare contingency plans for major incidents or disasters 
and coordinating with Somerset County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan.  
 
Job Growth and Private Sector Investment 
The Economic Development theme embraces different but interrelated focus areas including: Redevelopment,  
Economic Development, and Community Design; Train Station Areas; Neighborhoods and Housing; Circulation;  
Recreation, Open Space and Greenways; and Shared Services, Community Facilities, and Historic and Cultural 
Resources.  
 
Strategies include addressing circulation issues to increase access to quality of life amenities; increasing housing 
opportunities including workforce housing; and creative placemaking strategies to help draw more people to our 
downtowns.  Advancing the recommendations of the Supporting Priority Investment in Somerset County Initiative 
and the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy are critical to advance the economic development goals 
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2021 Work Plan 
 
The 2020 Work Plan was dedicated 2020 to building upon past successes and to 
continue making the Regional Center of Somerset County a premier location  
favorable for business investment and to live, work, shop, play, learn and visit. 
Despite the residual effects of the economic slowdown due to the COVID-19  
pandemic, the initiative continued into 2021.  
 
Referring to the Regional Center Strategic Plan, the Partnership Board and staff 
continued the contribution to shaping the future of the communities of Bridge-
water, Raritan, and Somerville.  
 
The 2021 budget allocated funds for Regional Center Strategic Plan  
Implementation initiatives to allow pursuit of the necessary activities related to 
Plan Endorsement to preserve the “Center” designation that is set to expire on 
October of 2023. 
 
The budget also allocated funds for public and business education activities that 
includes regular marketing outreach activities and public outreach efforts. 
 
Revenue sources include Somerset County and the member municipalities of 
Bridgewater, Raritan, and Somerville. 

Regional Center Summary of Achievements and Progress
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Lyman Street Bridge over the Raritan River connecting Raritan to Duke Farms & Hillsborough



In 2021, the Regional Center Partnership (RCP) continued the effort to support the passage of legislation that 
would even the playing field that had been divided by the NJ Grow program and defined in the “Suburban  
Disadvantage” report. 
 
Uncovered by the Somerset County Business Partnership, the County Commissioners, and the Regional Center 
Partnership, it was determined that implementation of the NJ Grow program awarded business incentives for job 
creation and retention on a disproportionate basis, negatively impacting 500 of the state’s 565 municipalities,  
including the Regional Center and Somerset County.  
 
To make the Somerset County Regional Center more competitive in job retention and attraction incentives,  
Somerset County’s legislative team was informed of the findings of the report. Subsequently, the New Jersey  
Economic Recovery Act of 2020 (ERA) served as replacement legislation. This new legislation created the Emerge 
NJ Program which replaced Grow NJ as the state’s main job attraction program.   
 
The Regional Center and its partners analyzed the Emerge NJ program requirements and found that there was 
still a distinct “suburban disadvantage” caused by a provision within the legislation’s definition of an “incentive 
area.” The provision specified that any project within a “Planning Area 2” must be within a half mile of a major NJ 
Transit facility such as a train station. By implementing this provision, a substantial area of the Bridgewater portion 
of the Regional Center would not qualify for any assistance. 
 
The RCP team undertook an in-depth assessment of the provisions of the new legislation to determine the impact 
on the Regional Center and the County to ensure that we would not end up with another “suburban disadvantage.” 
 
The County representatives petitioned state legislators with one “ask” which focused on the legislation’s definition 
of “incentive areas,” specifically Planning Area 2 (Suburban), advocating for the removal of a “one-half mile radius” 
of a transit station.  
  
On July 2, 2021, Governor Phil Murphy signed the rules legislation for the Emerge Program with the elimination of 
the qualifiers that were in the original legislation. Now, the entire Somerset County Regional Center qualifies for  
inclusion in the Emerge Program Incentive area. This win narrowed the gap between urban and suburban areas in 
the state, effectively removing this specific “suburban disadvantage.” 
 

Strategic Economic Development Activities 
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Somerset Patriots Bring New York Yankees to the Regional Center 
 
The Somerset Patriots, six time Atlantic League champions,  
became the Double-A minor league affiliate of the New York  
Yankees. 
 
As a member of the Eastern Division of the Northeast League, 
the Patriots compete against teams from Hartford, CT; New 
Hampshire; Portland, ME; Reading, PA; Richmond, VA; Akron, 
OH; Altoona, PA; Binghamton, NY; Bowie, MD; Erie, PA; and  
Harrisburg, PA. 
 
Since opening TD Bank Ballpark in 1999, the Patriots have welcomed over 7.5 million 
fans, averaging over 5,200 per game. The team has paid over $21.1 million to Somerset 
County, maintaining taxpayer neutrality, while donating over $5.5 million to charity.

Raritan Completes Master Plan Circulation Plan Element  
 
The Borough Council adopted the Circulation Plan Element of the Master Plan that  
includes the Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Plan. 
 
The Plan was developed from input at four neighborhood meetings that assessed  
pedestrian safety throughout the Borough. The initiative was funded through a Regional 
Center Partnership Phase 2 Pedestrian Safety Enhancement Challenge Grant and 
was awarded the American Planning Association-NJ Chapter 2020 Outstanding Planning 
Award. 

Regional Center Summary of Achievements and Progress

Somerville Mixed-Use Development Moves Ahead 
Somerset Development, amid the construction of a 156-unit townhome community in 
proximity to the Somerville Train Station, has sold a 15-acre tract to AvalonBay  
Communities, Inc. to build a civic center, retail, public plaza, NJ Transit parking deck,  
and a 374-unit apartment community on South Bridge Street. A new road off Route 206 
will be constructed to access the property.
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County Planning Announces Awards 
The Somerset County Planning Board announced the recipients of the annual Land  
Development and Planning Awards given for superior site design, addressing contemporary 
planning issues, and having a positive influence on the aesthetic character of the county. 
 
Regional Center projects recognized include: Bridgewater Township Bicycle and Pedestrial 
Safety Travel Plan: Safe Routes to Schools, Parks, and Trails - that identified potential  
engineering and infrastructure improvements; SOMA Luxury Apartments in Somerville - for its 
attractive architecture and design elements, the substantial environmental cleanup, and easy 
access to downtown Somerville and the Somerville Train Station.

Bridgewater Among Best Places to Retire 
Money Magazine has selected Bridgewater Township the eighth best place to retire in America. 
The designation is based on data including housing, climate, and safety. 
 
Among the major draws cited are Washington Valley Park with trails for hiking and biking, the 
reservoir that is open for fishing, and the Hawk Watch. Other amenities recognized are Green 
Knoll Golf Course, nearby Neshanic Valley Golf Course, and the Somerset Patiots, Double-A  
affiliate of the New York Yankees.

White House Moves to Support Hudson River Tunnel 
The White House has moved to allow New Jersey and New York to use loans borrowed from 
the federal government for the Gateway Hudson River Tunnel Project. 
 
The project will satisfy a key economic development need for communities along the Raritan 
Valley Line (Bridgewater, Somerville, & Raritan) by affording greater access to Manhattan for 
commuters while eliminating the need to switch trains at Newark’s Penn Station. 
 
The multi-billion dollar effort will build new rail tunnels under the Hudson, rehabilitate the  
existing 108-year old tunnels, build a new Portal Bridge over the Hackensack River, and expand 
New York’s Penn Station.

Regional Center Summary of Achievements and Progress

Somerville’s Peter’s Brook Greenway serves as a connector for the Somerset County Greenway Trail System
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Raritan Launches New Website 
Raritan has launched an economic-oriented website, www.makeraritanyours.com, designed to 
serve as a source of information and to advocate for current and new businesses. The purpose  
is to revitalize and develop economic growth of existing businesses while attracting new  
commerce and cultural opportunities that will complement and further benefit the quality of life 
enjoyed by all who live and visit Raritan. 

Somerville Reviewing Major Downtown Development 
The Somerville Planning Board reviewed plans for a development at the corner of East Main 
Street and South Bridge Street that will be anchored by a three-story steak house and food  
gallery. The restaurant will offer rooftop dining with a retractable roof. 

Pfizer Continues Remediation of Finderne Superfund Site 
Representatives of Pfizer provided an update on the status of the American Cyanamid  
Superfund site, 435 acres in proximity to TD Bank Ballpark. 
 
Citing accomplishments including improved site management, expanded security and signage, 
and construction of a large water treatment facility, plans were revealed 
for remediation of impoundments 1 and 2. These areas were used to 
store the byproduct of the manufacturing process. Plans for  2021 
through 2025 call for excavation and removal of the impoundment 
content to an offsite facility for destruction. 
 
Once the site has been remediated, it will be made more aestetically pleasing with the  
introduction of clean soil and plantings.

Regional Center Summary of Achievements and Progress

Raritan’s historic mural and bench covering project
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Somerville’s Unique Celebration of Black History Month 
A 75-foot walk-through exhibit on Division Street commemorated Black History Month in  
February by paying homage to seminal people and events from the African American  
community. 

Raritan Plans Revitalization 
Utilizing a grant from the New Jersey Transportation Association’s Planning for Emerging 
Centers Program, Raritan officials unveiled a plan for  revitalization in the borough. 
 
Plan elements include: Prioritizing Nevius Street for bicycles and pedestrians, allowing closure 
for community events, creating a gateway to Duke Farms, and completion of the Raritan River 
Greenway; Implementation of safety and streetscape improvements on Somerset Street;  
making Thompson and Anderson Streets one way to enhance bicycle and pedestrian safety; 
and development of “missing middle” housing including two- three- and four bedroom homes. 
 
Developing the land along the Raritan River is key to future economic development and a 
people-oriented future for the borough. 
 
It is hoped that by 2031, Raritan will have public spaces that allow residents and visitors to 
enjoy the outdoors. 
 
The plan is available at www.downtownraritan.com.

Regional Center Summary of Achievements and Progress
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Somerville’s tribute to Black History Month 2021

Somerville Builds Pickleball Courts 
Somerville has reconstructed two old tennis courts on Veterans Memorial Drive, creating one 
tennis court and three pickleball courts. Pickle ball is a  
paddleball sport combining elements of tennis, badminton, 
and table tennis. 
 
The courts are open to the public on a first come, first  
served basis with social distancing protocols required. The 
Somerville Recreation Department will offer clinics, leagues, 
and tournaments when conditions allow.



Somerville Installs Pedestrian Crossing Warning 
An overhead pedestrian crossing warning sign with strobe lights has been installed on West 
Main Street and Union Street in the borough. 
 
Somerville utilized a Regional Center Partnership Pedestrian Safety Enhancement Chal-
lenge Grant to finance part of the cost to install the Permanent High Visibility Pedestrian Sig-
nage at the crosswalk.  
 
The safety improvements include duel permanent high-visibility pedestrian signage with two 
signs installed at the intersection (one in each direction).  The warning to drivers is initiated by a 
pedestrian push button. 
 
The cost of the project was shared by the grant, the Borough of Somerville and New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation with NJDOT handling the installation. 

Townhouses Planned in Raritan 
The Raritan Borough Council approved a conceptual plan to construct 15 townhouses on the 
current site of the Raritan Rescue Squad on LaGrange Street.  
 
Upon passage of an ordinance, a portion of Reimer Street will be vacated to allow open space 
to be part of the development. Details  will be reviewed by the Planning Board.

Free Auto Charging Stations Coming to Commons 
Upon approval by the Township Zoning Board, a California company will install 20 electric 
charging stations for vehicles at the Bridgewater Commons. 
 
There will be no charge for use of the stations with advertising covering the costs. It is expected 
that a one-hour charge will add enough power for 25 miles. 

Regional Center Summary of Achievements and Progress

Interior of the Bridgewater Commons Regional Mall
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Somerville Landfill to Transition into Solar Farm 
After more than five decades of dormancy, a large portion of the former Somerville landfill on 
Route 206 is being developed with the property becoming a solar farm. 
 
The Borough Council introduced an ordinance that will allow Hathaway Solar, LLC to enter into 
a lease agreement for  25 acres. Hathaway will have to enter into discussion with the NJ Board 
of Public Utilities to obtain necessary approvals. 

Regional Center Summary of Achievements and Progress

Landing page of www.rcpsomersetnj.org

Somerset County Courthouse Renovation 
The new lobby and security area at the Somerset County Courthouse on North Bridge Street 
will be completed when judicial operations are expected to return to post-pandemic normal. 
 
The original lobby was not designed for the necessary security procedures that have become 
commonplace, often resulting in lines of jurors, attorneys, employees and others stretching out 
the doors. 

Commons Opens Community Hub 
The management of the Bridgewater Commons recently opened the Community Hub, a 3,500 
sq. ft. location on the Main Level that will host community organizations for art exhibits, family-
oriented activities,fashion shows, arts and crafts displays, and more. 
 
The goal of the Hub is to reconnect people and support nonprofits emerging from the pandemic. 

12

Regional Center Begins Plan Endorsement Renewal Process 
Every 10 years, New Jersey’s designated Regional Center communities must apply to renew 
Plan Endorsement to retain their “center” designation and enjoy the inherent benefits. If no  
action were to be taken, Somerset County’s Regional Center designation will expire in October, 
2023. Under a proposed state rule, Somerset County is expected to become a state model for 
Plan Endorsement Renewal. 
 
Somerset County’s expected renewal will position the Regional Center when competing for ad-
ditional state funding for major Regional Center projects.



Mental Health Center Expanding 
Construction began on new medical and dental facilities at the Richard Hall Community Mental 
Health Center on North Bridge Street in Bridgewater. Staffed and operated by Zufall Health, the 
changes will allow all aspects of care for Richard Hall clients. The facility will be officially  
changing its name to Richard Hall Community Health and Wellness Center. 
 
The expansion is funded by a federal Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic Expansion 
Grant and expected to open at the beginning of 2022.

Transportation Secretary Visits Somerville 
U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg visited Somerville to discuss the proposed  
Bipartisan Infrastructure Deal that will invest more that $500 billion into infrastructure projects 
across the country, including passenger and commuter rail projects.When implemented, the  
investment will add 2 million jobs per year over ten years. 

Regional Center Summary of Achievements and Progress

Raritan Train Station on the Raritan Valley Line

Commissioners Name Road Honoring Kalafer 
The Somerset County Commissioners honored entrepreneur, businessman, and Somerset  
Patriots founder Steve Kalafer by naming a street next to TD Bank Ballpark “Steve Kalafer 
Way.” 
 
The street runs along the left field fence and provides access to parking for both the NJ Transit 
rail station and the Ballpark.
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Hobbstown Celebrates 100th Anniversary 
Bridgewater community leaders and local residents joined the Hobbs family celebrating the  
centennial of Hobbstown founded in 1920. The ceremony was delayed a year due to the  
pandemic. 
 
The unincorporated community within Bridgewater was  
founded by Amos, General, and Robert Hobbs who moved  
from the south to escape oppression.

County Vo-Tech Plans $23M Expansion 
Somerset County Vo-Tech will receive $17.25M from the state with a 25% match from the 
County Board of Commissioners to construct a state-of-the-art facility on the Bridgewater  
campus. The funds will support an increased enrollment of over 500 students expected in the 
fall of 2024.  
 
Expanded programs will be offered in construction and architecture, finance, transportation/  
distribution, healthcare, leisure/hospitality, and manufacturing.

Regional Center Summary of Achievements and Progress

Somerville’s Division Street Pedestran Mall 

Somerville to Schedule Improvements to Veterans Memorial Drive 
Traffic and safety improvements on Veterans Memorial East are scheduled to begin in 2022. 
Utilizing a $670,000 grant from the Safe Routes to School program, improvements will include 
one travel lane in each direction, a center turn lane, bike lanes, curb replacement, driveway  
aprons as needed, pavement repair and resurfacing, and handicap ramps at Hamilton Street. 
The project will extend from South Bridge Street to the corner of East Main Street.
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County Roadway Study Focuses on Somerset Street 
The Somerset County Roadway Safety Study, using environmental justice and crash data,  
identified a number of recommendations for Somerset Street in Raritan including removal of 
tree branches blocking signage; striping upgrade to enhance recognition of crosswalks; ponding 
and drainage issues; and relocating the stop bar on Route 206 south closer to the intersection. 
 
The study also identified safety recommendations for Finderne Avenue and Main Street in 
Bridgewater. The key recommendation is to evaluate the feasibility of a road “diet” to reduce the 
number of travel lanes and allow for the construction of pedestrian and bicycle safety  
improvements.  
 
The complete study can be viewed at https://www.co.somerset.nj.us/government/ public 
works/planning/ somerset-county-roadway-safety-study. 

Somerset County Creates New Department 
Somerset County announced that it has merged the Planning Division and the Office of  
Economic Development into the new Office of Planning, Policy, and Economic Development. 
The Office will be “the central hub working with the Board of Commissioners, County divisions  
and departments, local governments, non-profits, and the business community to build a strong 
economic enviroment, develop high-wage employment growth, and protect open space and  
historic resources...”

Raritan to Address Master Plan Amendment 
The Raritan Planning Board addressed an amendment to the Master Plan to adopt portions of  
the Raritan Downtown Economic Development Plan. Specific portions of the Plan are the  
Downtown Raritan Vision Plan, the Public Involvement Summary, and the Implementation  
Tool Box. The intent of the Plan is to promote investment in the downtown area of the Borough. 

Regional Center Summary of Achievements and Progress

Raritan’s Veterans Memorial Park 
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Regional Center Summary of Achievements and Progress

Somerville Approves Public Safety Complex 
Borough Council approved plans to build a new Public Safety complex for fire and police on the 
corner of North Gaston Avenue and East Cliff Street. A lease-purchase agreement with the  
developer, Stonewater, will allow the project to be built quickly and without adding long term 
debt by utilizing proceeds frim various PILOT (payment in lieu of taxes) projects. The two-story 
building is expected to be completed by 2024.

Somerville to Get Pedestrian Bridge 
The Somerville Planning Board approved a pedestrian South Davenport Street overpass  
connecting the east and west portions of the Edgewood Properties residential and retail  
developement. The eastern portion is occupied by the Edge apartments, Wolfgang’s,  
ShopRite, and retail stores. The western portion will contain a 521-space parking garage, 153 
apartments, retail and restaurant space, and a fitness center.

Somerset County Launches the Community Police Alliance  
 
Somerset County and Bridgewater Township are piloting an innovative Community Police  
Alliance project to provide aid and support to at-risk residents before their situation escalates to 
one involving police intervention or arrests. The County Human Services Department has hired 
a Licensed Social Worker to coordinate and refine the pilot project with the goal of expanding it 
to other communities. 

Rendering of the Somerville Emergency Services Complex

 
Rain Barrel Rebate Program 
The Regional Center Partnership, utilizing a grant from the New Jersey Water Supply Authority 
(NJWSA), continued to offer the Raritan River Rain Barrel Rebate Program for homeowners in 
Bridgewater, Raritan, and Somerville for the 9th consecutive year. Rebates were available in the 
amount of $50 for new 40- to 70-gallon rain barrels and $100 for those that hold more than 70 
gallons.  
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In consideration of the financial impact that the COVID-19 pandemic had on the member com-
munities, the Regional Center Partnership Board agreed to a change in the conventional award-
ing of Challenge Grants.  
 
Instead of offering the typical grants, the Board committed $105,000 to offer up to $35,000 per 
town in the form of “Planning Assistance Grants for Plan Endorsement Renewal.”  
 
These funds were to be used to help offset any costs the municipalities may incur when  
undertaking the planning activities that may be mandated by the state to achieve Plan  
Endorsement Renewal for the Regional Center Partnership of Somerset County. 
 
Though at the time of designating the funds it was unknown what requirements may be needed, 
history dictates that there will be significant costs incurred in time and research. 
 
The Office for Planning Advocacy was charged with reviewing the draft Plan Implementation 
Agreement Fulfillment Reports staff prepared by RCP staff which documents much of what has  
been accomplished since the 2013 successful Plan Endorsement.  The Plan Endorsement  
process will extend well in 2022. 

2021 Challenge Grant Program
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Outdoor Dining became the standard in 2021



Officers  
Chair: Troy Fischer 
Vice-Chair: Jason Dameo 
Treasurer: Victoria Allen 
Secretary: James Ruggieri (non-voting position) 
 
At-large Private/Institutional Sector Representatives 
Troy Fischer, Chair, Senior General Manager, Bridgewater Commons* 
Jason Dameo, Vice-Chair, Dameo Trucking, Inc.* 
Victoria Allen, Treasurer, Vice President of Strategic Marketing, Southern Region,  

RWJBarnabas Health* 
Anthony Tufaro, Site Facilities Manager, Johnson & Johnson Engineering & Property 
 Services 
 
Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders  
Freeholder Brian Gallagher* 
(Freeholder Brian Levine, Alternate*) 
 
Somerset County Planning Board 
Bernie Navatto, Chair, Somerset County Planning Board 
Walter Lane, Director of Planning, Somerset County Planning Division 
 
Bridgewater Township 
Mayor Matthew Moench* 
Filipe Pedroso, Council 
Michael Pappas, Township Administrator 
Andrew Fresco, local private/institutional sector representative 
 
Raritan Borough 
Mayor Zachary Bray* 
Michael Patente, Council  
Angela Knowles, Borough Planner 
Nick Zamora, local private/institutional sector representative 
 
Somerville Borough 
Mayor Dennis Sullivan*   
Jane Kobuta, Council 
Deirdre Rosinski, Vice-Chair, Somerville Planning Board 
Rick St. Pierre, local private/institutional sector representative 
 
Somerset County Business Partnership 
Chris Edwards, President & CEO   
(Chris Zarelli, Alternate) 
 
Somerset County Park Commission 
Geoffrey Soriano, Secretary-Director  
(Cynthia Sullivan, Alternate) 
 

*RCP Executive Committee member 

2021 Partnership Membership

THE REGIONAL CENTER 
BRIDGEWATER, RARITAN, SOMERVILLE • SOMERSET COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

Contact: Somerset County Planning Board • PO Box 3000, Somerville, NJ 08876  
Phone 908-231-7021 • www.rcpsomersetnj.org
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